Tricky Word Challenge
Your challenge: Can you read, write(spell) and use these words in a sentence?
Here is a list of all the tricky words that we have covered or will cover by Christmas. 
1. Can your child read them? 
2. Can they write them? 
3. Can they then write that word in a sentence?
	I
	go
	to
	the
	no

	he
	she
	we
	me
	be

	was
	you
	they
	all
	are

	my
	her
	said
	have
	like

	so
	do
	some
	come
	were

	there
	little
	one
	when
	out

	what
	The letters in red are the tricky ones. They might sound different or be a sound we have not learnt yet. The letter might be silent. When we introduce these words to children, we always highlight the tricky bit.


Look at the next page for top tips on how to help your child meet the Tricky Word Challenge.
Top Tips
1. Start with the top 2 rows of words. Never assume – check they can read and write these before you move on. Children often write I as I in the middle of a sentence, so remind them they are important so the word I is always a capital!
2. Ask them to read the word and tell you the tricky bit. We use letter names for this so ‘go– the tricky part is o (pronounced ‘oh’, which is not the sound it normally makes)
3. Then move onto the next row of words – no more than 10 at a time. Find these words when you are reading – play ‘Magic Finger find me…the’ and the child needs to find that word on the page.
4. Read them in a random order each time so they don’t memorise the words.
5. Make the words with magnetic letters, post it notes or stick the words around the house to find and read.
6. Short and sharp – once you know which words your child needs to practise just go over these, not the whole lot each time. Read it and write each word. Your children will apply them in a sentence when they are doing writing in English and Phonics, so this is how you know if they have truly learnt them. You can always make up some short sentences if there is a word you need to check.
7. You could take 5 minutes a day to read and write the few words you need to do.
8. Have the list handy when they write – if they misspell that word in a sentence, get them to check it on the chart.
9. Every so often, go back to a word previously learnt to check they haven’t forgotten it.
10. If you are left with a few words, make them into a grid like we do for precision teaching and write the words in. They can then see how many they can read in one minute.

Sticker/Reward Chart
Children love to celebrate their progress. Have a table like this to record their success. I would say they have to get it right three separate times before you know they have got it. If your child is finding 10 at a time too tricky, try 5 at a time instead.
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