
 

Geography - Key Vocabulary 

 EYFS Y1  Y2  Y3  Y4  Y5 (Climate change) Y6 (Volcanoes, 

Rivers) 
Geography 
Skills and 
Fieldwork 
 

In front 
behind 
 

near and far 

left and right 

Bar chart 

Data collection 

Locate  

Thermometer  

Sketch map 

route  

  

 

North, South, East 
and West 
Locate  
OS symbols  
Map 
Globe  

four points of a 
compass 
(N,S,E,W) 
Grid square 
 two-figure grid 
reference 
Research 
Survey 
Action plan   
Scale  

  four-figure grid 
references 
Classification 
Analyse 
Represent 
Data 
interpretation 
Scatter graph  
Correlation  
 
 

eight points of a 
compass 
(N,NE,E,SE,S,SW,W,NW) 
 four-figure grid 
references 
Scale  

six-figure grid 
references 
Contour lines 
Longitude    
Latitude 
Interprate 
evidence  

Locational and 
Place 
Knowledge 
 

school    
home      
 

City    
housing 

local area 

Clifton  

Nottingham 

 
 
 

Town 

Urban 
Rural 
London 
United Kingdom 
England 
Ireland 
Scotland 
Wales  
Island  
Santos – Brazil  
 

 

 

 

 

Climate Zones 
Nepal  
Exminster Marshes  
Germany  
Nature reserves  
 
 
 

 
Africa 
Atacama Desert 
Amazon rainforest 
- Brazil 
Tropic of 
Capricorn 
Tropic of cancer  
 
 

Australia 
Starcross 
West Africa 
The Gambia 
 

 Pacific ring of fire  
 
Iceland  
 



 

 

 

Human 
Geography  

Car 
Bus 
garden   
 road    
Shop 
Park 
 
 

 Farm 
Transport 
Community 
 
 
 
 

Recycle 
Habitat 
Harmful 
Trade 
Imported 
Country 
Capital city 
Population 
 

Sustainable   
Renewable   
non-renewable 
Agriculture  
Solar 
 

inhabited   
settlement  
habitat   
residential area    
commercial area    
recreational area 

global warming    
sustainability   
renewable 
indigenous       

refugees     
evacuation   
floodplain 

Physical 
geography 
 

Sea 
Forest 
Grass 
Beach 
Hot 
Cold 
 

Weather 
Rain 
Sun  
Temperature 
Desert 
 

 Ocean 
Continent  
Rainforest 
Plantation 
 

Landscape 
Biodiversity  
 

Climate    
 humid 
biome  
drought     
rainfall 

natural disaster  
desertification     
glacier   
Water cycle  

Eruption 
geothermal    
climate    
tectonic plate    
source     
 mouth    
precipitation 
evaporation         

Key 
Geographical 
Concepts  

 

Map  
Land 
Sea  
 

Physical feature 
Human feature 
Equator 
Northen 
Hemisphere 
Southern 
hemisphere 
Similar 
Different  
 

the Atlantic Ocean. 
the Pacific Ocean. 
the Indian Ocean. 
the Southern 
Ocean. 
the Arctic Ocean. 

Continents  
Oceans 
Similar 
Different 
 
 

Gobal warming  
United Kingdom 
European country   
 

Ecosystem 
Amazon baisin  
Global change  
 

Climate change  
Flood plain 
Time Zones 
Prime/Greenwich 
Meridian 
 

Natural disaster  

 


