
 

History - Key Vocabulary 

Strand EYFS Y1 Y2 Y3 Y4 Y5 Y6 
Chronological 
Awareness 
 

Past, future, then, 
now, today tomorrow 

Present, future, 
present, recently, 
before, after, later, 
old, new, timeline,  

Event, timeline, 
change, Century, 
Order,  

Chronology, millennia, 
Ancient, Pre-history, 
sequence, AD BC/CE 
BCE 

Empire,  consequence, 
lasting impact, 
historical period, 
chronological order 

Heritage, duration, 
continuity, influence 

Era, reform, 
revolution, contrast, 
legacy 

Knowledge and 
understanding 

Event, role Great explorers 
Explore  
Discover 
Continent 
Country 
Expedition 
 
 
The Great Fire of London 
Great (meaning large) 
City 
Dense (linked to housing) 
Capital 
Spread 
Diary 
 
Toys 
marble 
Electronics 
Interactve 
design 
material 

Great Woman in history 
Rights 
Ruler 
Law 
Kingdom 
Monarchy 
 
Great inventions 
Inventor 
Technology 
Creative 
Print 
Internet 
Progress (of technology) 
 
Lace Market 
Local 
Market 
Local history 
Lace 
Industry 
industrialisation 

Stone Age, Bronze Age 
and Iron Age Britain 
Pre-historic 
Archaeology 
Settlement 
excavation 
Neolithic 
Trade 
 
Castles & Robin Hood 
Medieval 
Conquer 
Siege 
Fortify 
Legend 
Outlaw 

Roman Empire and its 
impact on Britain 
Empire 
rebellion 
Conquer 
Mosiac 
Culture 
Fort 
Forum 
 
Ancient Egypt 
Pharoah 
Archaeology 
Tomb 
Forensics (simple) 
Embalm 
mural 
 
 
 

Vikings 
Pagan 
community 
Raid 
Migration 
Trade 
Longships 
 
 
Ancient Greece 
Democracy 
Colonialization 
Trojan Horse (and the 
legacy of the word) 
Citizen 
Mythology 
 
 

WW2 
Propaganda 
RAF 
Intelligence 
Blitz 
Luftwafe 
Axis/Allies 
 
 
Crime and Punishment 
Justice 
Laws 
Jury 
Rehabilitation 
Rights 
Deterrent 

Historical 
Enquiry 
 
 
 

Object, photograph, 
(history) book, stories 

Artifact, stories, 
written account, 
paintings, map, 
question, investigate 

Maps, First hand 
accounts, sources (and 
difference between 
them) 

Archaeological finds, 
Evidence, reliable, 
Maps, ruins, 

Artefacts, landmarks, 
monuments, Written 
articles (Howard 
Carter), letters, 
inscriptions, relevant, 
irrelevant, infer 

Reliability, viewpoint, 
Analyse, question, 
Primary and secondary 
sources (and 
differences)  

Origin of sources 
Verify, interrogate, 
Perspective, 
propaganda, data, 
interpret, accuracy, 
analyse 

Key Disciplinary 
Knowledge - 
Cause and 
Consequence/ 
Continuity and 
Change/ Historical 
significance 

Change, time, 
different, same, 
story, family. 
journey 

Similarity, 
difference, because, 
important, 
remember, why, 
what,  

Significant, impact,  
Similar, same, 
different, reason, 
actions (linked to 
change) 
remembered, cause 
(multiple not just 
one) 
 

progress, 
development, cause 
consequence, 
cause (multiple not 
just one) 
ruins (passage of 
time on buildings 
and why some 
survive) 
civilisation 

Cause and effect, 
Historical 
significance, Legacy, 
Monument, 
Landmark, Intended 
Unintended, effect, 

Cause and effect, 
result, Legacy, 
lasting impact 

Continuity, causal 
links, 
Reform 
Revolution 
Evolve 
 



 
 


